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STUDENTS RESPOND TO
FIRST CLASSES

The Gathering
To celebrate the beginning of the second semester, the GATHERING
was held on February 28. With classes meeting in churches in Burbank,
Costa Mesa, East Whittier, and San Marino, this event presented the opportunity for students, faculty, trustees, and friends to come together at the
Pasadena Presbyterian Church. Led by Chaplain CHARLES MARKS, a team
consisting of student RUTH MANDERNACH, faculty TINA BLAIR, and trustee
TOM ERICKSON a time for conversation, lunch, and worship was planned.
Thirty-five people joined in a spirit-filled day. Student Lynn Williams spoke
enthusiastically of her experience in pastor/professor JEFF MCRORY’S class
on Psalms. Thanks to all who made this first getting together so meaningful
for all.
Chaplain Marks announced plans to hold two GATHERINGS a semester, rotating to different locations throughout Southern California. The
next GATHERING will be held at Tustin Presbyterian Church on Saturday,
May 16 beginning at 11:30 am. This gathering will also celebrate our first
NTSW degree graduate!

After three years of praying
and planning, what is NEW
about the New Seminary? It
begins with the faculty. As
more and more seminary
faculty have less and less
experience in the church, our
deepest value is to offer
students a faculty who are
both teachers and
practitioners.
How did we do? In the end
we knew the proof would be
in the classroom--it would
be all about how students
received our professors and
classes. Listen to their evaluations of our first classes.
“The instructor!
She exemplifies the whole
reason for needing a new
seminary.”
“We had an abundance of
caring, thoughtful preparation
and love for each of us here.”
“Professors were well
prepared, empathetic, and
very caring & fun to be with.”
“Class members added
richness to the discussion
as scholars, as seekers, as
Christians, and as church
‘ministers’.”
“Her desire to grow more
Christ-like by digging into
the Bible has brought me to
a new level of understanding my own relationship with
God.”
“I most appreciated the
openness and fresh approach to accommodating
student journey and flexible
curriculum.”

Classes in Spanish Begin
A highlight of our second semester is the beginning of classes in Spanish—two
classes! ALEXIA SALVATIERRA taught “Faith-Rooted Organizing.” Salvatierra, a Lutheran
minister and well-known justice advocate, is the co-author of Faith-Rooted Organizing:
Mobilizing the Church in Service to the World published by InterVarsity Books. In keeping
with our congregationally-centered education, the class was offered at the East Whittier
Christian Church. Salvatierra says she is drawn to the New Theological Seminary of the West
because it is “community-based”—teaching people in their own communities. Her course
challenges students to “whole gospel discipleship.”
A second class begins April 28. DAVID CORTES-FUENTES will teach “Jesus, Paul
and Today’s Church.” Cortes-Fuentes, also a pastor-teacher, is the Pastor of the Iglesia
Presbiteriana Hispania Emmanuel in Claremont. Through a study of Matthew and Revelation students will address the biblical message for today’s church. Classes are for credit and
audit.
JANE ATKINS-VASQUEZ has been the liaison between the seminary’s board of trustees,
faculty, and the local Hispanic leaders and community.

Certificate on Spirituality & Aging
Offered in Fall 2015

Sponsored by NTSW and be.group
A new Certificate Program will introduce you to the theory and practice of spirituality and
aging with an emphasis on developing your own program(s). The five monthly sessions will
be offered to pastors, church leaders, and members as well as to professionals in health
care, mental health, residential care and chaplaincy. Establish a foundation building your
own spirituality of aging including the physiological aspects of aging, psychological dynamics, and spiritual themes.
You are invited to an evening of DISCOVERY to learn about this certificate class offering.
Discovery nights are being held at the following dates and locations:
Wednesday, May 13 at 7:00–8:30pm
Tustin Presbyterian Church
Fireside Lounge
225 West Main Street, Tustin, CA 92780
Thursday, May 21 at 7:00–8:30pm
La Canada Presbyterian Church
Demarest Family Life Center, Room 309
626 Foothill Blvd., La Canada-Flintridge 91011
If you wish to attend one of these Discovery nights please RSVP to Doug.Edwards@thebegroup.org

